
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN 

 
Minutes and Informal Instructions of the Open Meeting of 

 Thursday, March 3, 2022 
 
The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (Commission) met as noticed.  Present were 
Chairperson Valcq, Commissioner Nowak and Commissioner Huebner. 
 
Minutes 
 
The Commission approved the minutes of the open meeting of Thursday, February 24, 2022. 
 
3270-EI-102 - Request of Nicholas Balazs for a Waiver of Wis. Admin. Code § PSC 
113.0803 Regarding Individual Electric Metering, for the Purpose of Installing a 
Photovoltaic Solar Array 
 
The Commission approved the Notice of Investigation and directed it to be signed by the Secretary to 
the Commission. 
 
 
5380-PW-101 - Application of the City of Sheboygan Falls, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, 
as a Water Public Utility, for Authority to Adjust Water Rates through its Purchased 
Water Adjustment Clause 
 
The Commission approved the Notice of Proceeding and directed it to be signed by the Secretary to 
the Commission. 
 
 
2370-WR-105 - Application of the City of Green Lake, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, as a 
Water Public Utility, for Authority to Adjust Water Rates 
 
The Commission approved the Notice of Proceeding and directed it to be signed by the Secretary to 
the Commission. 
 
 
5-TK-122 - Tracking of Non-Docketed/Delegated Items for 2022 
 
Interim Designation of New Secretary to the Commission 
 
The Commission approved revisions to Delegated Item #99 to designate, on an interim basis, a 
new Secretary to the Commission.  
 
6630-CC-227569 - Request for Formal Review of Complaint Filed by Tim Ballering 
Against Wisconsin Electric Power Company 
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The Commission denied Mr. Tim Ballering’s request for a formal review of his complaint 
against Wisconsin Electric Power Company (d/b/a We Energies). 
 
The Commission also ordered We Energies to work with staff to ensure compliance with  
requirements related to notifying customers of planned transfers of arrears. 
 
The Commission directed the Division of Digital Access, Consumer and Environmental Affairs 
to draft an order consistent with its discussion. 
 
6630-CC-233305 - Request for Formal Review of Complaint Filed by Jared Hunt Against 
Wisconsin Electric Power Company 
 
The Commission denied Mr. Jared Hunt’s request for a formal review of his complaint against 
Wisconsin Electric Power Company. 
 
The Commission directed the Division of Digital Access, Consumer and Environmental Affairs 
to draft an order consistent with its discussion 
 
5545-WR-104 - Application of the Village of Somers, Kenosha County, Wisconsin, as a 
Water Public Utility, for Authority to Adjust Water Rates 
 
The Commission reviewed the application of the Village of Somers, Kenosha County, 
Wisconsin, as a Water Public Utility (Utility), for authority to adjust water rates and made the 
following determinations: 
 

1. The Commission determined that the fees established in 2005 and charged to land 
developers were not public utility charges, and thus whether the fee is some sort of 
municipal connection fee or an impact fee is irrelevant in this proceeding, and the Utility 
does not need to refund the $477,429 it collected from 2006 to 2019, or any amounts it 
collected in 2020 and 2021. The Utility shall work with Commission staff to make 
appropriate adjusting entries to align with the Commission’s determination. 

 
2. The Utility shall file its next conventional rate case within five years of the date of the 

Final Decision in this proceeding. 
 

3. The Utility shall file a completed impact fee study and ordinance within two years of the 
date of the Final Decision in this proceeding. 

 
4. The Utility shall specify on its PSC Annual Reports each of the sources of its 

contribution in aid of construction revenue by amount. 
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The Commission delegated authority to the Administrator of the Division of Water Utility 
Regulation and Analysis to decide the remaining issues in the rate case and issue a final decision. 
 
4220-CE-183 - Application of Northern States Power Company–Wisconsin for a Certificate 
of Public Convenience and Necessity to Construct the Ashland to Ironwood Transmission 
Line Relocation Project, to be Located in Ashland and Iron Counties, Wisconsin 
 
The Commission reviewed the application of Northern States Power Company–Wisconsin 
(applicant) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to construct the 
Ashland to Ironwood Transmission Line Relocation Project, to be located in Ashland and Iron 
Counties, Wisconsin and made the following determinations: 
 

1. The Commission approved all uncontested alternatives identified in the Final Decision 
Matrix (PSC REF#: 431497). 
 

2. The project complies with Wis. Stat. § 196.491(3)(d)6. and would not unreasonably 
interfere with the orderly land use and development plans for the area involved. 
 

3. The Commission authorized Route E. 
 

4. All of the following conditions are necessary for the approval of the project: 
 

a. The applicant is authorized to construct the proposed transmission facility, as 
described in the application and data request responses, and as modified by the 
Final Decision. 

b. Should the scope, design, or location of the project change significantly, the 
applicant shall notify the Commission within 30 days of becoming aware of 
possible changes.  The applicant shall obtain approval from the Commission 
before proceeding with any substantial change in the scope, design, size, and 
location of the approved project. 

c. If the applicant cancels the project or enters into any arrangement with another 
party regarding ownership or operation of the proposed facilities, the applicant 
shall provide prior notice to the Commission. 

d. All commitments made by the applicant in its application, subsequent filings, and 
the provisions of this Final Decision shall apply to the applicant, any agents, 
contractors, successors, assigns, corporate affiliates, and any future owners or 
operators of the project. 

e. The applicant shall obtain all necessary federal, state, and local permits for a 
construction spread prior to commencement of construction, as defined by Wis. 
Stat. § 196.491(1)(b), on that construction spread.  For the purposes of this order 
condition, “construction spread” means any subpart or segment of the project 

http://apps.psc.wi.gov/pages/viewdoc.htm?docid=%20431497
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established by the applicant for the purposes of managing construction of the 
project. 

f. The applicant shall conduct an updated Endangered Resources (ER) Review 
closer to the start date of construction (no more than one year prior to construction 
start). 

g. The applicant and its selected contractor shall participate in a pre-construction 
meeting with Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Commission staff to 
discuss construction plans and/or final site designs, permits, and associated 
requirements, and best management practices.  Materials must be provided to 
DNR and Commission staff 14 days prior to the meeting date to allow time for 
review. 

h. The applicant shall mitigate impacts to line-of-sight communications and to 
landowners that can show disruption to broadcast communications post-
construction. 

i. The applicant may propose minor adjustments in the approved route for the 
protection of environmental resources, landowner requests, or technical design 
changes that arise during final stages of engineering, but any changes in 
alignment from the approved centerline may not affect resources not discussed in 
the EA, nor may they affect new landowners who have not been given proper 
notice and hearing opportunity.  The applicant shall consult with Commission 
staff regarding whether the change rises to the level where Commission review 
and approval is appropriate.  For each proposed adjustment for which 
Commission review is appropriate, the applicant shall submit for Commission 
staff review and approval a letter describing: the nature of the requested change; 
the reason for the requested change; the incremental difference in any 
environmental impacts; communications with all potentially affected landowners 
regarding the change; documentation of discussions with other agencies regarding 
the change; and a map showing the approved route and the proposed 
modification, property boundaries, and relevant natural features such as 
woodlands, wetlands, waterways, and/or other sensitive areas.  Approval of the 
requests is delegated to the Administrator of the Division of Energy Regulation 
and Analysis with advice and consent from the Administrator of the Division of 
Digital Access, Consumer, and Environmental Affairs. 

j. Beginning with the quarter ending on a date to be determined by the Commission 
in the Final Decision, and within 30 days of the end of each quarter thereafter and 
continuing until the authorized facilities are fully operational, the applicant shall 
submit quarterly progress reports to the Commission that include all of the 
following: 

1. The date that construction commences; 
2. Major construction and environmental milestones, including permits 

obtained, by agency, subject, and date; 
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3. Summaries of the status of construction, the anticipated in-service 
date, and the overall percent of physical completion; and 

4. The date that the facilities are placed in service. 
k. The CPCN is valid only if construction commences no later than one year after 

the latest of the following dates: 
1. The date the Final Decision is served; 
2. The date when the applicant has received every federal and state 

permit, approval, and license that is required prior to commencement 
of construction by construction spread under the CPCN; 

3. The date when the deadlines expire for requesting administrative 
review or reconsideration of the CPCN and of the permits, approvals, 
and licenses described in par. (2); 

4. The date when the applicant receives the Final Decision, after 
exhaustion of judicial review, in every proceeding for judicial review 
concerning the CPCN and the permits, approvals, and licenses 
described in par. (2.). 

l. If the applicant has not begun on-site physical construction of the authorized 
project within one year of the time period specified by this Final Decision, the 
certificate authorizing the approved project for which construction has not 
commenced shall become void unless the applicant: 

1. files a written request for an extension of time with the Commission 
before the effective date on which the certificate becomes void; and 

2. is granted an extension by the Commission. 
m. If the applicant has not begun on-site physical construction of the authorized 

project and has not filed a written request for an extension before the date that this 
certificate becomes void, the applicant shall inform the Commission of those facts 
within 20 days after the date on which the certificate becomes void. 

n. The applicant shall submit to the Commission the final actual costs, segregated by 
major accounts, within one year after the in-service date.  For those accounts or 
categories where actual costs deviate significantly from those authorized, the 
applicant shall itemize and explain the reasons for such deviations in the final cost 
report. 

o. The Final Decision takes effect one day after the date of service. 
p. Jurisdiction is retained. 

 
5. The applicant shall conduct surveys for the four special concern bird species and the 

migratory bird concentration area, and shall follow the timing restrictions, to the extent 
practicable, for tree clearing along the ordered route for the two bat species and for any 
special-concern bird species and/or migratory-bird concentration areas if determined to 
be present following the surveys. 
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6. The applicant shall perform field surveys to determine the historical significance of 
previously identified archaeological sites and historic buildings within the area of 
potential effect in the right-of-way for the approved route, and, for any sites or buildings 
that are found to have historical significance, are required to work with Commission staff 
and the WHS to perform mitigation measures. 
 

7. The applicant shall hire, in consultation with and with the approval of the Commission, 
DATCP, and DNR, a combined independent environmental monitor (IEM) and 
independent agricultural monitor (IAM), for the construction phase of the project, and all 
reports generated by the IEM/IAM shall be shared with the Commission, DATCP, and 
DNR.  The combined IEM/IAM shall also complete DATCP’s standard Agricultural 
Monitoring Form for Transmission Line Projects (ARM-LWR-543). 
 
Commissioner Nowak dissented on the hiring of an IAM, and only would have directed 
the hiring of an IEM. 
 

8. The Commission took no action on the issue of whether or not the applicant should be 
required to reimburse DATCP for time relating to the IEM/IAM. 
 

9. The Commission determined it was not necessary to require the applicant to consult with 
Ashland and Iron County Conservationists regarding the adequacy of restoration 
activities. 
 

10. The Commission granted the CPCN for the project with conditions. 
 
The Commission directed the Division of Energy Regulation and Analysis to draft an order 
consistent with its discussion.  
 
The Commission adjourned the meeting at 11:22 a.m. 
 
 

 
___________________________________ 
Cru Stubley 
Secretary to the Commission 
 
DL:01858427 




